
HGC in Lockdown 
AGM 
Our rescheduled HGC AGM will take place on Wednesday                

27 May at 6pm via Zoom Webinar.  It will be our first virtual 

meeting but no less important.  We are hoping for a big                 

turnout as we have lots of important items to discuss, with 

the proposal for booms being one of these.  We need input 

from residents to determine if we go ahead with this project. 

In addition, approval of the financial statements and the  

appointment of directors for the ensuing year will take place.  

A Zoom link and webinaar invitation                                                                      
will be sent out via email and Whatsapp                                                      
to residents before the meeting. 
 

Exercise Time 
It has been inspiring to see so many walkers, joggers, dogs 

and cyclists in the streets during the exercise hours.  It has 

been wonderful to meet and catch up with neighbours, 

young and old - there is such a great sense of community.   

We encourage residents to continue exercising in our                

beautiful streets post lockdown.  We are privileged to live in 

this suburb with green spaces and great people -  Lets ‘take 

back our streets ’! 

 
 
 

 

 

 

Keep our Suburb Clean 

We ask that residents please pick up litter on the pavements, 

especially around their bins when they bring them in on   

collection day. Keeping pavements clean and manicured 

makes for a cared for neighbourhood.   

Thank you to those residents who do their daily walk with a  

bag and pick up litter, we see you and appreciate your efforts 

in keeping our suburb looking good. 

Lastly, please will dog walkers keep poo bags and pick up 

after their dogs whilst out walking! It is a health hazard and 

thoughtless to others not to clean up after your dogs.  

 

Thanks to all Essential Service Staff 

Thank you to all who are clapping and blowing vuvuzelas at 

7pm every evening. This is just a small way to acknowledge 

and say a big thanks to all medical and essential service staff. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May/ June 2020 

Message from the HGC Chair  -  Sonja  Carshagen 

As I write this, almost 2 months have passed since we entered lockdown.  It is surreal to remember a time when we rushed 

around between schools; offices; malls and were crammed together in sports stadia to watch our favourite teams.  Despite a 

significant change in our routine - lockdown has also brought about positive changes!  It’s been great to see so many                       

residents emerge from behind high walls and electric fences to join their neighbours during the exercise hours.  Lets continue 

this into the future!  It’s also been inspiring to see residents co-ordinating programs to support those in our community (and 

our country) that need assistance during these difficult times.  If COVID-19 has highlighted one thing – it is that we are 

#strongertogether!   

We need your input and participation to continue building a strong HGC community.  In this respect, I hope that you will join  

us at our AGM (details noted below).  We have some exciting plans to share and need your input to drive these forward.     

Until next time, stay safe and stay connected!                                                                                                                         Sonja 

Future HGC Events 

HGC AGM: Wed 27 May @ 18:00 via Zoom 

Thanks for caring about where we live! Our community security exists only through your contributions   -  are you a contributor? 

Contact membership@hurlingham.org.za to sign up. 

mailto:membership@hurlingham.org.za


Security 

 Update and Safety tips from BeagleWatch 

Crime levels are unfortunately continuing on an upward trend. Please be vigilant and make safety 
at home part of your daily routine: 

 Please arm your alarm when possible. 

 Be vigilant when entering or exiting your property. 

 Please check alarms and beams are in good working order, test panic buttons and check back-up batteries. 

Criminals are targeting walkers during exercise times: 

 Always walk or jog with a friend or dog. 

 Avoid secluded areas. 

 Keep your cell phone out of sight and refrain from using it in public. 

 Leave valuables at home, do not wear jewellery and expensive items when out and about. 

 Ensure that someone knows your planned route and what time you are expected home. 

 Always be vigilant and aware of your surroundings and avoid wearing earphones while out exercising.  

Local Personality: Tiney 

Tiney Chikanga is the local artist who brightens our day, selling his                           

beaded products at the corner of William Nicol and St Andrews.  He has a                                                                                                          

smile and a friendly word for everyone who passes through “his corner”.                                                                                                                           

Many in our community have offered financial support to Tiney during the 

lockdown – so we sought to find out a bit more about this gentle artist. 

Tiney hails from Harare in Zimbabwe and plies his trade to support his family (wife Mary, daughter 

Hellen and extended family) back in Zimbabwe.  Mary is expecting their second child in August this year.  Tiney is in South 

Africa on a valid visa, has a drivers licence and has been selling beaded products in Hurlingham since 2007.  Before this he 

worked in a textile factory in Zimbabwe until economic hardship in that country brought him to South Africa.  Tiney is a 

natural artist and learned his skill from his brother.  Julia Evans (a long time resident of Hurlingham) put together the fol-

lowing documentary on Tiney:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JcXpEaP_Tuw  

Tiney is grateful to ‘his’ community for supporting his small business over the past 13 years.  He is particularly grateful for 

the care and financial assistance offered over the past two months and hopes to be back in Hurlingham as soon as lockdown                 

regulations are eased.  Until then, you can continue to support him by sending an e-wallet donation to 078 040 3401 or                      

contacting your street representative who can share his banking details with you. 

KIDZ CORNER 

Consider the following Lockdown Activities to keep your little ones entertained: 

 Indoor Hide and Seek 

 Go camping or picnic in the living room or garden. 

 Throw a family dance party 

 Try new cookie/ cake recipes (video it to make a cooking show) 

 Create your family tree 

 Dress up in mom & dads clothes and have a dinner party 

 Play indoor volleyball or soccer with balloons 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JcXpEaP_Tuw


Going Green     Birds in Hurlingham 

By: Chris Colebank 

We may be largely confined to our gardens but in Hurlingham that does not necessarily mean cut off from birds.  Since 1985 
I have recorded 80 species from my garden and during the lockdown 45 species.  Of particular interest recently has been 
breeding barbets and woodhoopoes that make use of barbet logs one can secure in a tree.  This year Crested Barbets nested 
in a log only to be visited by a Lesser Honeyguide and to find themselves having reared its chick. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We then had Green Woodhoopoes produce three chicks during lockdown.  It was fascinating to see both the varied diet 
these communal breeders provided for the chicks but also to see the dynamics between the chicks.  For nine days after they 
first put their heads out of the nest all three seemed to be developing well although one was clearly the strongest. On day 
ten we only saw two then on the following day only one.  On day thirteen the remaining chick flew off with the family and 
we have not seen it since.  For two days members of the family still arrived at the nest bearing food.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It appears we have a number of bird enthusiasts in the area and over the past couple of years we have seen many exciting 
species returning to our area.  We  thought it would be interesting to consolidate bird lists and post these on our  website or 
distribute via newsletter. If you have a  bird lists of birds spotted in the HGC area, please email it to  Mel Morrison: 
mel.m@netactive.co.za 

When the dust finally settles, we realise how little we need, 

How very much we actually have, 

and the value of human connection. 

Sandton Sports Club 

 The Joint Residents Association surrounding George Lea Park are afforded one seat on the committee (with full voting 
rights) of the George Lea Park Sports Club. 

 The club will shortly be convening an Annual General Meeting and will be electing a new committee.  

 The club has requested that the HGC nominate a representative to be considered for the Residents Association member 
seat which is currently vacant.    

 If you are interested in representing HGC in this capacity, please send your nomination to info@hurlingham.org.za by  
30 May 2020 and we will put your name forward to the Club. 


